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SPEECH BY THE HON. TONIO FENECH, MINISTER OF FINANCE, THE ECONOMY AND INVESTMENT DURING HIS VISIT TO THE COMMERCE DIVISION STAND AT THE INTERNATIONAL FAIR OF MALTA – TA’ QALI – 3rd JULY 2008

The Commerce Division took this initiative to put up a stand that can incorporate two main items – the artisans section and the industrial property section.  Therefore one must notice the synergy that exists between  handicrafts and  intellectual property – after all, handicrafts are the fruit of creativity and innovation.  During this exhibition one can see a lot of artistic works, particular working tools that have been created to do this type of work as well as names of products that have become well-known to the consumer.  These are all elements of intellectual property that were and still can be the exclusive rights of the owner of these products – the artisan.
I wish to add also that this stand has been set up by the Commerce Division with the help of the European Patent Office.  Malta became a member of the European Patent Office and thereby a member of the European Patent Convention in March 2007.  Therefore through a simple and uniform procedure one can apply for protection of his invention by means of a patent and will be able to obtain this protection in a number of states which are members of this Convention.
One of the main aims of the EPO is to assist its member states to encourage the use of patents and promote the knowledge of the importance of patents.  I wish to take this opportunity to announce with great pleasure that Malta, through the Commerce Division, has just concluded an agreement with the EPO for financial assistance so that we can improve the local procedures in the field of patents and to continue promoting intellectual property in activities like these.  This agreement incorporates in itself different fields of collaboration between the Commerce Division and the EPO which extends over a period of 4 years and include such projects as:

1. Implementation of software for the processing of patents

2. Digitisation of information regarding national patents

3. Modernisation of the infrastructure of the Commerce Division

4. Patents Information Centre

5. Promotional Activities

6. Training Activities

It is good to note also the commitment of this Government in favour of the artisans sector which we are all proud of.  It would be a mistake not to do all that is possible for this artisan sector to become stronger, continues to flourish and therefore guarantees its existence so that it can be enjoyed by future generations and the tourists that will eventually visit us.
Therefore I must express my thanks to you, the exhibitors, who have shown interest and are taking part in this exhibition, which the Commerce Division has put up with dedication.  Lastly  please let me make an appeal to all those who work in the Artisan sector so that they protect their intellectual property by means of the services offered to them by the Commerce Division in this field.

Thank you.
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