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1. National Enterprise Support Awards
1.1. DEFINITION AND RATIONALE 
1.1.1. An award that recognises excellence in entrepreneurship
The National Enterprise Support Awards, launched by the Parliamentary Secretary for Small Business and Land within the Ministry of Finance, the Economy and Investment and the Parliamentary Secretary for Consumer, Fair Competition, Local Councils and Public Dialogue within the Office of the Prime Minister, recognise and award initiatives that support entrepreneurship. Moreover, this initiative should serve to encourage entities to start planning specific projects which would attain the scope of these awards.

These awards are not just a competition but they also have the aim to bring about more awareness on entrepreneurship.  

Those who apply for this competition, irrespective of whether or not they are declared as the winners of the national phase of the competition, will be eligible for nomination to compete in the European Enterprise Awards. Every year, winners from all over Europe are identified and serve as inspiration to others. The geographical scope of the European competition spans the 27 Member States of the European Union as well as Norway, Serbia and Turkey. 

1.1.2. Objectives 
1. Identify and recognise successful activities and initiatives undertaken to promote enterprise and entrepreneurship
2. Showcase and share examples of best entrepreneurship policies and practices  
3. Create a greater awareness of the role entrepreneurs play in society
4. Encourage and inspire potential entrepreneurs 
5. Encourage new projects or inititatives in favour of entrepreneurship
1.1.3. The importance of entrepreneurship 
Entrepreneurship-friendly policy is inherently linked to the needs of small and medium-sized enterprises (SMEs), a vital part of the European economy accounting for over 99% of European businesses. The SME sector contributes to innovation, is a source of competition, provides flexibility in the labour market and, most crucially, is a resource for job creation. 

Thus the government will be awarding local initiatives that facilitate business in particular by recognising the importance of entrepreneurship.

1.1.4. The winners of these awards
There will be two different sections in the competition. One section will be receiving applications from Local Councils and the other section will be open to public authorities, national organisations, public-private partnerships, educational programmes and business organisations. National initiatives are also accepted in the categories for “Promoting the Entrepreneurial Spirit” and for “Supporting the Internationalisation of Business”. 

Applications from both sections will be accepted for projects that were started or concluded in the past 2 years (in the case of this competition, these will be 2010 and 2011).
Winners of both sections will qualify for a maximum prize of thirty thousand euro (€30,000) each. Sixty per cent (60%) of this prize (equivalent to €18,000) will be given immediately during the Awards ceremony announcing the winners whilst the remaining forty per cent (40% - equivalent to €12,000) will be given in the following months depending on progress registered in the implementation of the project previously planned and announced in the application.

Those who place second in both sections will qualify for a maximum prize of twenty thousand euro (€20,000) each. As in the case of the winners, sixty per cent (60%) of this prize (equivalent to €12,000) will be given immediately during the Awards’ ceremony whilst the remaining forty per cent (40% - equivalent to €8,000) will be given in the following months depending on progress registered in the implementation of the project previously planned and announced in the application.

In the case of the section open for Local Councils, there will be a maximum of 6 consolation prizes of five thousand euro (€5,000) each. 

Applications submitted in both sections, irrespective of whether or not they are declared as winners of the national phase of the competition, will be eligible for nomination to compete in the European Enterprise Awards. Those that are eventually nominated (maximum of two in two different categories) will be agreeing and accepting to represent Malta in this prestigious award on a European level. 

1.2. METHODOLOGY
1.2.1. Target audience 
Eligible entities include Local Councils, public authorities, national organisations, public-private partnerships between public authorities and entrepreneurs, educational programmes and business organisations. National initiatives are accepted also in the “Promoting the Entrepreneurial Spirit” and the “Supporting the Internationalisation of Business” categories.

1.2.2. Categories 
There are five categories of awards and each will recognise the local or national initiatives that are successfully driving forward their enterprise performance: 

1. Promoting the Entrepreneurial Spirit: recognises actions and initiatives at national, regional or local level that promote an entrepreneurial mindset especially among young people and women. 

Examples: Events and campaigns to promote the image of entrepreneurship and entrepreneurs and a culture that encourages creativity, innovation and risk acceptance.
2. Investing in Skills: recognises initiatives at regional or local level to improve entrepreneurial, vocational, technical and managerial skills.

Examples: Promotion of specific skills such as technical skills needed in the craft sector, language capabilities, computer literacy; mobility and mentoring schemes for entrepreneurs, entrepreneurship education in schools and universities) 

3. Improving the Business Environment: recognises innovative policies at regional or local level that promote enterprise start-up and growth, simplify legislative and administrative procedures for businesses and implement the “Think Small First” principle in favour of small and medium-sized enterprises.

Examples: Measures to facilitate access to public procurement markets for SMEs, cut red-tape, get new businesses off the ground, help to promote the innovation potential of information and communications technology (ICT) and e-business.
4. Supporting the internationalisation of business: recognises policies to encourage enterprises and particularly small and medium-sized businesses to benefit more from the opportunities offered by markets both inside and outside the European Union. 

Examples: Projects to build, maintain and support international business cooperation;, information or match-making tools, support services or schemes that help SMEs go abroad.

5. Responsible and Inclusive Entrepreneurship Award: recognises regional or local actions that promote corporate social responsibility and sustainable business practices in the social and/or environmental domain. This category will also recognise efforts to promote entrepreneurship among disadvantaged groups such as unemployed, disabled or people from ethnic minorities.
Examples: Social or non-profit enterprises serving societal needs through entrepreneurship. Projects to support business solutions to address environmental problems and climate change such as green or clean technology.
1.2.3. The selection process for both sections 
Applications for both sections have to be submitted to the Department of Commerce, Lascaris, Valletta, by not later than Friday 4th November 2011, addressed to “The Selection Committee, National Enterprise Support Awards”. 
For more information and in case of difficulty contact:

Amanda Salib

Email – amanda.salib@gov.mt
Tel – 25690310 
1.2.4. Award criteria 
Once a project is considered eligible for entry, it will be judged on its entrepreneurship merits. 

Points will be allocated on the following criteria: 
1.
Originality & feasibility: why is the project a success? What are its innovative aspects? 
2.
Impact on the local economy: provision of figures to substantiate success claims. 
3.
Improvement in local stakeholder relations: has more than one interested party benefited from the implementation of this initiative? Why were they involved and what was their level of participation? 

2. European Enterprise Awards 
2.1. Nominations for the European Enterprise Awards

All the applications that are submitted for both sections, irrespective of whether or not they are declared as the winners of the national phase of the competition, will be eligible for nomination to compete in the European Enterprise Awards. Those that are eventually nominated (maximum of two in two different categories) will be agreeing and accepting to represent Malta in this prestigious award on a European level. 

All participants that are nominated by their respective countries for the European Enterprise Awards will be invited to participate in the ceremony of the European Awards that will be held in a European capital city in 2012.

A media relations campaign will publicise the nominees, placing them in the spotlight. There will be two types of award winners: category award winners for the creative implementation of entrepreneurship practices and one overall winner for the Grand Jury prize. In addition to receiving the award itself, the winners will be recognised for their creativity and successful implementation. They will therefore be in the position to inspire others by acting as role models across the Union. 

Media activities will take place at both the national and European levels to ensure that winners receive the recognition that they deserve within their own constituencies as well as in key European media.
2.2. The nominees from each country 

A maximum of two applications that compete in the National Enterprise Support Awards can be nominated for the European Enterprise Awards, by sending the application forms to the European Commission where a maximum of 60 entrants will be considered for the selection process. 

The nominees from each country will be invited for the award-giving ceremony where the winners in each category and the winner of the Grand Jury Prize will be announced.
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